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Partner 

Steve supports clients by taking their interests before state and federal 
regulators and legislators as a member of the firm’s Energy and 
Telecommunications, Environmental and Government Affairs Practice Groups. A 
skilled regulatory attorney and lobbyist, Steve has represented his clients’ 
interests in regulatory, ratemaking and contract negotiation proceedings before 
the Maine Public Utilities Commission, FERC, DOE, EPA and the State 
Department, as well as state agencies in half a dozen states.  He has lobbied in 
multiple state capitols, including Boston and Augusta, as well as having spent six 
years lobbying on federal energy, environmental and natural resource issues in 
Washington, DC. 

Steve’s client experiences lie primarily in manufacturing, energy and project 
development where he has represented some of Maine's largest manufacturers 
and energy generators as well as offshore wind, solar and hydroelectric power 
developers. He also has represented both water and electric utilities at state 
legislatures and regulatory agencies.  Steve also participated in the preparation 
of multiple appellate briefs on decisions of the Maine PUC affecting the interests 
of his clients. 

Prior to joining the firm, Steve served as in-house counsel, and later as Assistant 
Director of National Affairs, for Boise Cascade Corporation and held several 
regulatory executive roles at the Mead Corporation and its successor company, 
MeadWestvaco Corporation, before founding and operating a lobbying and 
public affairs firm in Maine.  

Practice Areas 

• Cleantech & Renewable Energy 
• Climate Strategy 
• Energy & Telecommunications 
• Government Affairs 
• Maine Legislative Team 
• Offshore & Onshore Wind Power 
• Environmental  

Education 

• University of Washington School of Law (J.D., 1986) 
• University of California (B.S., 1980) 

Admissions 

• Maine 
  

 
Tel 207.623.5300 
shudson@preti.com 

 



 
 

Professional Affiliations 

• Board of Directors, Maine State Chamber of Commerce 

Honors & Awards 

• Listed in Woodward/White's The Best Lawyers in America 

Representative Matters 

• Steve has represented manufacturers, energy developers, telephone companies, and electric utilities on a 
broad range of legislative issues affecting their interests. Steve was a key player in the passage of Maine's 
newest comprehensive energy legislation (the Omnibus Energy Act of 2013), which addressed Maine's energy 
infrastructure, opened the door for a new request for proposal for ocean energy projects and completely 
restructured Maine's energy efficiency efforts. Over the last several years, Steve has repeatedly defended 
against repeal of Maine’s Renewable Portfolio Standard on behalf of Maine biomass generators. Steve led the 
effort to modernize the way water utilities are regulated in Maine, he helped to structure a key compromise that 
allowed passage of Maine’s Ocean Energy Act, and he was successful in obtaining key clarifying language for 
a client in the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  

• Steve assisted an innovative offshore wind power developer with preparation of a winning bid in response to a 
governmental RFP, was active in strategizing and building public support for his client’s project; 
and participated in the drafting and successful negotiation of a term sheet for the project with the governmental 
agency.  

• Steve was a lead negotiator for Maine's business community on Maine's Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
original legislation and its recent renewal, working on innovative approaches to reducing the cost of compliance 
for this important piece of legislation.  

• Steve managed corporate, technical, environmental, safety and health, and employee change issues for a 
large integrated pulp and paper mill. His activities included: obtaining environmental permits, developing and 
implementing a mill-wide crisis management plan, and handling media, advertising and public affairs for mill 
emergencies, news announcements and mill downsizing.  

• Steve served as the chair of the pulp and paper industry's grass roots and lobbying efforts on the U.S. EPA's 
Cluster Rules for that industry, which proposed the most costly rules in EPA history for air and water emissions 
for a single industry sector. Steve's efforts helped lead to an improved rule that has been successfully 
implemented across the industry. Most recently, Steve has advised clients on compliance considerations under 
EPA’s proposed Clean Power Plan.  

 

 

http://www.preti.com/content/uploads/2016/09/Preti_Flaherty_Omnibus-Energy-Bill-summary.pdf
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